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For Immediate Release 

Calgary Phil Saddles Up for the 2026 High Peformance Rodeo 

Vivek Shraya and Luka Coetzee + Calgary Youth Orchestra feature in two HPR concerts 

 

Calgary AB (December 15, 2025) — The Calgary Philharmonic is excited to once again partner with One Yellow 

Rabbit in presenting two amazing concert productions for the 40th annual High Performance Rodeo: It Takes 

Two: A Symphonic Collaboration and Vivek Shraya: One Night Only. 

 

It Takes Two: A Symphonic Collaboration, 23 + 24 January 2026, Jack Singer Concert Hall 

 

Starting this concert off on the right note(s) is MacLachlan/Ridge Emerging Artist Luka Coetzee, cello, who joins 

the Orchestra and guest conductor Fawzi Haimor as soloist on Sergei Prokofiev’s Sinfonia concertante. Raised in 

Calgary and now based in Germany , Coetzee is a rising star on international concert hall stages and was 

recently featured in the 2025 edition of CBC’s "30 hot Canadian classical musicians under 30.” Also on the 

program, the Calgary Youth Orchestra joins forces with the Phil for side-by-side performances of Valerie 

Coleman’s Umoja: Anthem of Unity, Alberto Ginastera’s Four Dances from Estancia, and George Gershwin’s An 

American in Paris. 

 

“It gives our young musicians the chance to work with the pros,” says Haimor, who makes his Calgary Phil debut 

with It Takes Two. “For me, it’s real joy to be part of that collaboration.” 

 

Vivek Shraya: One Night Only, 30 January 2026, Jack Singer Concert Hall 

 

Acclaimed multidisciplinary artist Vivek Shraya — whose body of work crosses the boundaries of music, 

literature, visual art, theatre, TV, film, and fashion — makes her orchestral debut in this new Calgary Phil 

production. Joining the Orchestra and Resident Conductor Juliane Gallant, Shraya celebrates ten years of 

being trans with a revisitation of her Polaris Prize-nominated album, Part-Time Woman and readings from her 

bestselling books. For extra sparkle, Shraya and Orchestra will also perform covers of songs by female pop stars 

— including Shania, Christina, and TLC — that shaped her sense of girlhood. 

 

 

“In dreaming up this show, I was inspired by the popular 90s music compilation ‘Women & Songs,” says Shraya, 

who was originally born and raised in Alberta. “But this is my take, this is ‘Part-Time Women & Songs.’” 

 

 

Forty Years of High Performance Rodeo 

 

This January, One Yellow Rabbit celebrates four decades of wild performances and community building with 

their groundbreaking festival. Since 1987, the High Performance Rodeo has spotlighted the world’s most daring 

and innovative performance artists — the avant-garde, the bold, the boundary-breakers — earning a 
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reputation as one of the world’s leading festivals for cutting-edge, experimental entertainment.  

 

From 13 to 31 January 2026, audiences can look forward to three exhilarating weeks of live performance, with 

30+ productions and performances at multiple venues across Calgary. The milestone 40th anniversary brings 

together audacious new works and beloved crowd-pleasers, celebrating the daring, joyful spirit that has 

defined the festival for generations.  

  

The High Performance Rodeo is a curated festival that for nearly four decades has enlivened our city and 

made Calgary a destination for arts and culture. Curated by Artistic Director Blake Brooker, programming is 

hand-picked to showcase the best performance work from across Canada and around the world. 
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About the Calgary Philharmonic 

For seven decades, the Calgary Philharmonic has been bringing communities together through the power of 

music. A pillar of the Calgary arts scene and one of Canada’s most celebrated live music ensembles, the 

Calgary Phil presents more than 60 concerts a season across a wide range of programming — epic classics, 

thrilling collaborations, rockin’ pops, family fun, and much more. The Calgary Phil also engages thousands of 

children each season through innovative and accessible Education and Outreach initiatives.  

 

In addition to 66 full-time orchestra musicians, the Calgary Phil has its own chorus of over 140 volunteer singers. 

In a typical season, the Calgary Phil welcomes over 100,000 visitors, connecting audiences to live music 

experiences and serving the city of Calgary by fostering creativity and belonging. 
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